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Hans Hansen, Manager of Engineering and Operations, reported that an ergonomic study 
was conducted in December 2003 in response to submittal of neck and back injury claims 
by some Electric Utility employees. 

Interim City Manager Keeter stated that the cost of the modifications would come back to 
Council for final approval. 

MOTION /VOTE: 
The City Council, on motion of Council Member Hitchcock, Hansen second, adopted 
Resolution No. 2004-236 authorizing the City Manager to execute a professional services 
agreement with Robert E. Lamb, Inc., of Valley Forge, PA, for architecturaVengineering 
services for the Operations Center and appropriating funds in an amount not to exceed 
$24,000 by a transfer from the Distribution System Improvement business unit to the 
business unit. The motion carried by the following vote: 
Ayes: 
Noes: Council Members - None 
Absent: Council Members - Beckman 

Council Members - Hitchcock, Howard, Land, and Mayor Hansen 

F. COMMENTS BY THE PUBLIC ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

Tyler Rothermel distributed written material to Council (filed). He spoke in support of allowing 
BMX bikes at the Kofu Skate Park. He stated that the "skate light" material on the ramps was 
endorsed for BMX bikes and some of the ramps are actually too large for skate boards. He 
noted that the city of Oroville allows bikes, skateboards, and roller blades at its skate park. 
He asked that Council place this matter on its next agenda. 

Interim City Manager Keeter reported that staff had considered allowing BMX bikes in the 
skate park; however, it chose to reopen the park with in-line skaters and skate boarders only 
and to later evaluate the possibility of incorporating BMX bikes. 

In reply to Council Member Hitchcock, City Attorney Schwabauer stated that the legislation 
that provides cities with limited immunity for the operation of skate parks only applies to 
children over 14 years of age. He noted there does exist a hazardous recreational activity 
immunity that cities have, which is independent of the limited skate park immunity, and he 
indicated that he would analyze it. 

Council Members Land and Howard expressed support for allowing BMX bikes in the skate 
park if it does not increase the City's risk. 

Mayor Hansen stated that staff would look into the matter and contact Mr. Rothermel. 
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G. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

G-1 Notice thereof having been published according to law, an affidavit of which publication is 
on file in the office of the City Clerk, Mayor Hansen called for the public hearing to 
consider adopting Resolution/Order to Vacate a surplus portion of Maxwell Street. 

Public Works Director Prima reported that Maxwell Street off of Stockton Street was 
originally developed as a cul-de-sac and was later extended south. The property owner 
has requested that the City abandon a piece of the right of way. Mr. Prima confirmed that 
the City would retain an easement for the utilities. 

Hearina ODened to the Public 

None. 

Public Portion of Hearina Closed 
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Fact: It is you r  responsib i l i ty  to consider all of the issues.  BMX, Skateboarding and Inline, 
like all sports, can be dangerous. When considering the rules for your park. there are three main choicer you 
have with iespecl lo allowing BMX bicycles. 

-Allow BMX lo rids a11 hours with skateboards and Inline skalen 
This is lhe model followed by the oldest parks in the world, and is cur(enUy being adopted by many puuic 
parks. From a BMX rider's VpecI ive,  lhis is obviously the most prefarrec opmn. We feel that all wrs of 
skaleparks need lo get along and learn to share. One 01 Ihe mosl obvious lhings lo do in lhis case is to make 
lhe wrk laqe enough lor anticipated gmwth in lhe number of partidpanls. Aso, more space allows designers 
lo place objeds in the park further apart. giving palfidpanls more time lo  antidpale lhe lheydireclion and avoid 
oo1lisions. Consider lhat snowboards were no1 allowed in many ski resocis for many years for fear of injuries to 
skiers. It is now almost unheard of to discriminate againsl these athletes. 

.Have separate hours lor BMX. 
BMX riders understand h e  need to split lhe hours of use if lhe facility becomes Iw uowded during peak hours. 
but il should be understood that a new skalepark will have a rush of use when the park first opens. If separate 
hours are set up, lhey musl be fair to all users of the park and include popular weekend and afler-ochml 
timeslots for all sports. Times lhat are not crowded should be available for all lo ride. 

.Build a bike only park in addition lo your rkalepark. 
This is a vible solution and some public BMX parks already exist. The BMX Riders Oqanimlbn is in favor of 
building M r e  of these parks, but we believe lhat it is unrealistic lo think lhat skaleboarden and inline skaters 
will no1 usa these parks loo, whelher or not it is legal for them to do so. We feel lhat the best solution will be lo 
open parks to all spocis. If h e  parks are lw crowded, an easy solution would be to simply mlate lhe days in 
which bikes and skates are allowed. 

There are many important delails in building a public skalepark. It pays to hire skilled mnfraclom who are 
pwiicsdin building faciliiies lor ALL sports. Please check the resoums seclron olour websirs for a lid of 
skateparks builders who support BMX. II is crucial that alhletes Imm all spnis have inpot doing the deskgn 
p m s s .  

We hope lhal this lac1 sheet will help you make decisions that are no1 only informed bul also lair to all mmbers 
of your mmon i l v  
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BMXlS NOTA CRlME 
**(r*. 

This fact sheel is mean1 ro serve as a resource lo rarks an0 kecreariari atimmsiralors, Skaleparh designers, 
and builders to ald in undarslantimg BMX rldmg m skaiepafks. II is also a resource lor BMX nders 10 use when 
allending puMic planning meetings. There are curreotiy many miscanceplions aboul BMX park riding, and 1 IS 
wrhope that Wlh mom inlormalion availabie, reasonable compmmises can be made lhal include BMX riders 
in all skaleparks. For any commenls OT clanlications please contact lhe BMX Riders Organizarion al l230 
Markat Sfreel #502 San Francisco, CA 94102-4801 or email inlo@bmxriden.org. 

Fact There are over 1 million BMX riders in the Un i ted  States. Despite Ihe fad lhal we are 
the minority in Ihe world of'Bikes, boards and blades', BMXfreestyle is a rapidly growing sport and is clearly 
more popular lhan other sports lhal already have public facilities. &cording to Bicycle Retailer and Industry 
News, BMX bikes accounlec lor 30% of all bike sales in 1998. In some communities, the number of BMX riders 
even outnumbers skateboarders. 

Fact: BMX r iders are pa r t  of you r  community. These children are just as entitled to enjoy the 
benefols of public facilities as skaleboardars and traditional '"slick and ball' alhletes. 

Ticketing riders for using your public facilily is unfair. Those who can aiiord these tickets are ollen willing lo pay 
them. but for disadvanleged klds and their families, it is an undue burden. 

Fact: Sports are healthy for kids. pcwrding lo &chives of Pediatrics &Adolescent Medicine (1995) 1 
Wo1 every 8 her icen kids suffers horn obesily and another 1 in 5 is overweight. Obesity has more than 
doubled in lhe US since lha 19Ws. Arecent studv lead bv Dr. Strauss. director of the childhood-weiaht-wnlrol 
program a1 Ina Rown *wd  Jonnsm Medr 
a oar running or paying nard Ows n, and 
pnpical ~naniu n, acw.nl for I100 o lmn 
,n nealtn w e  expenddues aacn year 
More imporIan1 are tne emotonal proolems 
ma1 a m p a n y  ows ly Skaleonarders. 
.n ne smers  and BMX R aers n.11 napp y 
spwa many hOLRS per day pracltng 
tne r span Yn cn n !.in odlos mnfdence 

More lmponanuy "re nave oeen 
C O ~ ~ U ~ S S  s1.a es snowmg mat *Ids *no 
pamopate n sports are less I m y  10 me 
drugs or 10 n gangs Treatwj young BMX 
am e m  as u m.nals s sendmg me wmng 
messagel 

,I 1s n o t m y  Inat baseoall playsc, were 
once lrealed as cnm na s because lhey 
pay& oa I m the rIreeu EWM y lhey 
came 10 ce accepteo oy soc en, as am etes 
s mpq ao ng ma1 !hey m e  BMX nders 
are no d,iierenl - r e  love to noe on b l e d  



Fact: There is a long s tand ing  h i s to ry  of 
BMX in skateparks. "Shate"park IS just a 
word. Jusl because it is called a skatepark doesn't 
mean thal BMX riders don't pradice there. There is 
really no such thing as a "bike' park. 

BMX riders have been riding skateparks as long as 
skateboarders have. In fact, before the first 
skateparks were built kids were riding Schwinn 
Stingrays in empty swimming pools. 

The early rmts o f f m i  BMX "park riding' can be 
lraced back to Lakewwd skatepark. the first 
skatepark in California. This park was home lo the 

I' 

Ii 
most famous park r i ien olthe 1970s, who were 
allowed to use Ihe facility during ail hours. They 
were also given spedai'bike only'days. in 1979. 
Lakewmd Skalepark hosted the first BMX park 4 competition. 

for e r .aem of me c q  term enem of hKes n 
sMtepaiss we can m i  to tne hdesl parks n 
erstence (ucn as SoLlnrea and Romioro in tne 

UK). These parks have served BMX, skating and roller-snalemiine for over 15 years withwt separate hours 
or additional mainlenance overhead. There is no reason !hat public parks in the United States cannot do the 
same. 

Fact. Skateparks are just as useful to BMX freestylers a s  they  a r e  to skateboarders. 
Like skateboarding, BMX is a creative sport and BMX riders find public skateparks to be just as useiui as 
skateboarders do. BMX riders and skateboarders routinely compete on the same courses, and it is reasonable 
that they should be able to practice on the same murses. 

Fact:Your c i t y  m a y  produce t h e  next M ichae l  J o r d a n  orTlger Woods of BMX. lmagineif 
Tiger Wmds grew up in your town but was not allowed on the golf cwm, This s i t u a h  is happeniw right now 
with many talented young BMX athieles. ESPN reports that blcyde stunt is the most popular X-Games sport for 
leleviswn viewers There might be riders in ywr  community that cwld make your lown famous! 

The town of Edmond Oklahoma was in the same paition many communities planning a skatepark are in. ulay 
had not though1 lo solicit BMX input and were later suprised by the amount of interest fmm BMX Men.  
Edmond is now planning to allow bicycles in their skatepark. Parks and Recreation Dimdw Man Meyer offered 
the following mmment: 

'Ahemative spwts such as BMX bikers and skaters also deserve access to public facilities so mat lhey can 
practice and enjoy their sport just as much as participants in the traditional ball sports.' 

Edmond happens to be where Mat Hoffman grew up, and he is row a world dass athlete who has made his 
town famous. Mat is also refamed to as 'the Tony Hawk. Michael Jordan or T p r  Wwds of BMX". 

Fact: You  h a v e  a choice to Include BMX riders in your skatepark. Many woMclass 
skateparks exist that serve all sports Some of these parks are publicly owned and operaled. FM a list of p M i  
skaleparks that allow bicycles, please visit our web site at mwbmxMers.org. 
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Fact: Bicycling is on t he  hazardous s p o r t s  list in a l m o s t  every state. The "Hazardous 
recreational activitf list in California IS even more speafic. and includes ... "bicycie racing or )urnping. mountain 
bicycling," ... (Ca. GO". Code Sec. 831.7). 

Fact: Without public facilities, BMX kids a r e  on the i r  own to find p laces  to ride. With 
nowhere else to go, BMX riders will ride in the streets. This is certainly more dangerous than riding a skatepark 
and can cause damage to public and private property. 

Remember that most BMX heeslyiers would rather ride in B skatepark than in the slreets. However like 
skateboarders, we adaptto our surroundings and make do with what we have. 

Fact: "if you build it they w i l l  come". Regardless of what Ihe signs say, BMX riders wili ride public 
skateparks. This is not because we want to break the law, but rather thal park riding is a popular discipline in 
BMX and lhere is currenUy a scarcity of facilities. 

Discriminating againsl BMX Mers in your public skatepark guarantees troubie lor the local police department 
Police resources are better spent fighling real crime rather than ticketing kids for riding their bikes. 

it wili no1 be as simple as putting up a *no bicycles' sign. BMX riders are now exposed to media such as Ihe X- 
Games which show them riding the same'park courses' as skaleboarders and inliners Precedence has been 
set and it is reinforced by media images lhatgroup these sports in the same venues. 

if you choose to mplete ly  exclude BMX riders fmm your skatepark they will only see your rule as 
discriminatory and ignore it (remember the failure of 'no skateboarding" signs) These unfair rules can also 
produce an *US against them' anilude toward the police and Ihe government. 

Fact: BMX race t racks  and public dirt jumps are not a substitute for a skatepark. A 
m m o n  question we get is W e  have a lwi BMX back. Why don't lhese kids just ride there?" BMX Iracks are 
great but they are for racing, which is a differenl sport fmm park riding. Though there is some overlap, mosl 
BMX freestylers would find IX) use for a racetrack. in sum. these facililies serve hvo different. though 
overlapping, gmups. 

Fact: BMX b icyc les  do not destroy skateparks. There is no study showing lhat BMX use will lead 
to greater wear than skates on a properly built skatepark. PEmrdirq to the Skatepark Association of the USA, 
W e  have been surveying parks for several years and have not come up with any evidence thal they cause any 
mwe wearand tear man skateboarders or inline skalers.' 

Concrete skaleparks are now being built very sturdily and there is no p m t  of additional wear from BMX bikes. 
The myih that bicycles destroy skateparks may have started back in the days when ramps were sketchy 
wmden shanlles with lhin sheeting and inadequate bracing. Southsea and Romford, which are public 
skateparks in England, have over 15 years experience with BMX in their parks and have always remained 
open lo all sports. Effreim Catlow, operalor of Soulhsea skatepark for many years had this to say: W e  run 
Bikes, Blades and Boards togelher every session, we've never had any problems. Conlasts run separately of 
course. Bikes have never affected the maintenance of the park.' 

Bicycies spend a i m t a l l  of their time M rubber tires and only occasionally sllike the sulrace with their pegs or 
handle bar ends. The manufaclurer of Skatetlte, the leading ramp surfacing product. has endorsed this produd 
for BMX USB. Skatelite has been in use at Mat Hoffman's BMXlskate ramp facility for over 2 years under the 
highest skess wnditions and has held up fine. 

It is impwtant lo remember that mmenl is far slrwger lhan wood or SkateLite. 




